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Dates for
your diary
•
•
•

1 July – Blacon Festival at
Queen Elizabeth Fields,
Blacon Avenue
7 July – Blacon Awards at
Blacon High School
2 August – National Play
Day activities at Blacon
Adventure Playground

• 19 August – Glastonvenny
at Blacon Adventure
Playground

Activities at Parade Enterprise Centre,
community room:
• E
 very Wednesday – Cheshire West and
Chester Council job club, 9.30am to
11.30am.
• E
 very Monday – Gentle Exercise, 10.30am
to 11.15am.
• F
 irst Wednesday of every month – Avenue
Services coffee morning, 10am to noon.
• F
 irst Wednesday of every month – Blacon
Butterflies WI, 6.30pm to 8.45pm.

A look ahead to…Blacon
On July 1, Queen Elizabeth Fields will host
Chester’s largest community-led festival.

Blacon Festival is attended by hundreds of families each
year and this summer’s spectacular is anticipated to be
just as popular.

Festival

Last year, we were joined by Chester MP Chris
Matheson, who said: “It was fantastic to see so many
families join together to share in and enjoy the activities
at the Blacon Festival.”
Based around the Rio Olympics, activities included
a Samba band, fun fair, football tournaments and
performances from local singers and dancers.

Keep in touch

Keep up to date with everything that’s going on in Blacon by joining the Avenue Services mailing list.
All you have to do is visit avenueservices.org/contact and fill in the form.
Website: www.avenueservices.org

www.facebook.com/MyBlacon

@Avenue_Services
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Welcome to the Spring
edition of My Blacon

Summer is on the way!

So much has happened at Avenue Services in the first few
months of 2017.
Our work in striving to make Blacon
an even better place for people to
live has continued apace with plans
taking shape to breathe new life
into community facilities.
In recent weeks we have welcomed
the views of residents on the
upgrading of play equipment
at both the King George V
Playing Fields and Meynell Place
Playground. Both of the public
consultation events were well
received and it was interesting and
refreshing to listen to feedback.
The next stage is to put these
exciting plans into action and I look
forward to being able to bring you

more news on that front in the near
future.
Prior to these events, we also
consulted with residents about a
new BMX and rollerblading track for
the neighbourhood. I am pleased
to say that the designs were well
received, including letters of
support from children at JH Godwin
Primary School, and the new track
will be installed soon, hopefully
before the summer.
With warmer months in mind,
planning is already well under way
for the annual Blacon Festival and
Blacon Awards, two hugely popular
events that everyone is really

looking forward to.
I am also pleased to announce that
Councillor Carol Gahan has been
appointed as Vice Chair of the
Avenue Services Board following
Reggie Jones’ decision to step down
as a councillor.
I would like to take this opportunity
to publicly thank Reggie for all his
hard work during his time with
Avenue Services.
Enjoy reading.

Paul Knight

Paul Knight - Head of Avenue
Services

New childcare facility launches in Blacon
A much-needed new childcare
service and after school club has
opened in Blacon.

Avenue Services has overseen a
project to offer facilities at the Dee
Point building in Blacon Point Road.
Full-time day care for children up
to five years old as well as a before
and after school club is being run
by Ash Tree Day Nursery, part of
the successful Chestnut House Day
Nursery in Saughall.
A positive public consultation cohosted by Chestnut Day Nursery,
Avenue Services and Cheshire West
and Chester Council regarding the
new service was held last June.
Ash Tree Day Nursery has spent
a significant amount of money
refurbishing the building, which
has been closed for more than a
year, while Avenue Services has
provided financial support and
helped with restoration works.

The council has since secured
additional government funding to
develop places at Ash Tree as part
of its extended 30-hour childcare
offer, due to start in September.
Jason Ashcroft, owner of Chestnut
House Day Nursery, said: “Providing
the highest level of childcare is
something we pride ourselves on
and this represents the perfect
opportunity to expand our service
into Blacon.”
Paul Knight, Head of Avenue
Services, said: “We know that the
childcare which was formerly
provided from the Dee Point
Centre is greatly missed, and we
are delighted to be working with
Chestnut House to bring this new
vital service to the community.”
Families interested in enquiring
about places can send an email
to chestnuthousedaynursery@
hotmail.co.uk

Blacon has been given a new lease of
life for the summer thanks to the hardworking efforts of Avenue Services’
ground maintenance team.
A winter works programme, carried out to all
Sanctuary’s properties and their surroundings
across both Blacon and the rest of Chester, saw
shrubs pruned, leaves cleared and litter removed.
In addition, the team have made footpaths more
accessible by cutting back the grass verges,
something that wasn’t part of their usual workload
and was a job they were determined to do.
Blacon is certainly reaping the benefits and staff
have received a number of compliments on how
improved the neighbourhood looks as a result.
Avenue Services actively recruits local people
who are passionate about the area and this has
continued since the transfer of a number of Blacon’s
open spaces from Cheshire West and Chester
Council.
With Spring finally here, the team have now begun
the grass cutting programme in earnest and will
continue to visit areas every 15 to 21 calendar days
between now and the end of October to ensure
Blacon remains a clean and tidy place to live.
The treatment of weeds on non-Sanctuary owned
pavements in Blacon will still be carried out by the
council.

If you need to contact the grounds
maintenance team, we’d be happy to
hear from you. Please call us on
0300 123 1741.

The Blacon team of Scott Howard, Dan
Evans, Garry Sweeney, Julian Eaves and
Pete Boddy.
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•

Improvement works at
Blacon Adventure
Playground in Kipling Road,
including new swings.

Avenue Services is reinvesting money generated by its work over the
past two years back into the neighbourhood, including improvements
to some of Blacon’s most popular community facilities. Here is a
snapshot of how that money is being spent.

•

We have continued our
long-standing support for
Blacon Youth Football
Club, which provides football
for hundreds of local boys and girls.

•

•

A contribution towards the new 3G sports pitch at Blacon High
School on the site of the old building, due to be completed later
this year.

•

Supporting the hugely popular Blacon Boxing Club with facilities
at the Adventure Playground. More club news on page 7.

Did you know?

Furniture and equipment was supplied to the new Blacon High School
for both the library and an intervention area for students who need more
personalised support. In recognition of this support, the library was named
The Avenue and intervention area is known as The Sanctuary.

Paul Knight, Head of
Avenue Services, said:
“Avenue Services exists to
serve the community and
we are proud to be able
to play such an important
role in Blacon and make
a difference to so many
local people.”
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Stepping out with
ballroom dancing
Ballroom dancing is proving to be extremely popular
in Blacon.
Since classes started up at the Parade Enterprise Centre in January, 30
people have regularly been waltzing and jiving the days away for a
couple of hours every week.
Run by Saughall-based Bruce’s School of Dance, and supported by
Sanctuary Housing and Avenue Services, 12 more sessions are planned
due to demand.
From 28 April, ballroom dancing will again be taking place at the
Enterprise Centre between 10am and noon every Friday as part of
Sanctuary’s Love Sport programme.
Sanctuary’s commitment to the five-year programme has been
match-funded by Sport England, through National Lottery investment,
to help deliver sport and activity sessions in communities.
Sandra Hewitt, from Avenue Services, said:
“Ballroom dancing is a great way to keep fit and the success of shows
like Strictly Come Dancing prove just how popular and rewarding it is.
“These sessions are the perfect opportunity to get involved and we
would encourage as many people as possible to take part.”
Dawn Daniels, from Bruce’s School of Dance, said:
“We are delighted to be working with Sanctuary and
Avenue Services to offer people the chance to try
ballroom dancing. Hopefully, it is something they
will develop a passion for and continue with into
the future.”

Each class costs £2.50.
To take part, email
neighbourhoods@
sanctuary-housing.co.uk.
The Parade Enterprise Centre is
home to a wide variety of
community events, of which this
is just one example. Rooms are
available to hire for meetings,
activities or conferences. To find
out more, contact Chris Leicester
via chris.leicester@
sanctuary-housing.co.uk

Chester businesswoman
on the track to success
Blacon entrepreneur Lorraine Salisbury has
seen her business dream become a reality,
thanks to Avenue Services.

of charge, has also
enabled her to make
significant progress in
her personal life.

Lorraine has benefited from a dedicated support service
at the Parade Enterprise Centre in launching her mobile
therapy business aimed at promoting positive mental
health for women.

Lorraine said: “Chris
has given me that
support and he has
been amazing. He’s
got me back on
track and given me resources I didn’t
know were available; things I wouldn’t be able to afford
and that help a business to flourish. Without him and
Avenue Services the business wouldn’t be where it is
today.”

Following issues in her personal life 18 months ago
which saw her suffer from depression and anxiety,
Lorraine was struggling to get her venture off the
ground.
She contacted Cheshire West and Chester Council for
help and was put in touch with Avenue Services.
Under the guidance of Chris Leicester, the
Neighbourhood Partnerships Manager at Avenue
Services, Lorraine has been assisted with market
research, budgeting and website design for her new
business.
She is now at the stage where White Blossom Therapy,
which uses her passion for crystal and Reiki healing, is
ready to be launched.
The support from Avenue Services, provided free

Chris Leicester said: “From day one Lorraine has shown
a determination to make her business a success and she
has worked hard to make that happen.
“Our Enterprise Service offers business support to
people who need it most and we would encourage
anyone who thinks we can help to get in touch.”
Any entrepreneurs or small businesses interested in
speaking to trained advisers at Avenue Services can call
0300 123 1741 or send an email to avenue.services@
sanctuary-housing.co.uk.

Blacon Boxing Club
Blacon Boxing Club continues to go from strength to
strength with hundreds of young people attending
weekly sparring sessions.
Based in the Barn Building at the Adventure Playground in
Kipling Road, more than 200 members aged between seven and
17 are regularly put through their paces by coaches.
To mark its success, each young boxer has seen their
achievement recognised with a certificate, while the local
Women’s Institute have supported the club to the tune of
£250. Blacon Butterflies WI secretary Linda Worral made the
presentation.
Club coach Ross Broadbent said: “It is fantastic to see the
progress being made by the club members, the vast majority of
whom have no boxing background.
“As well as encouraging fitness and healthy lifestyles, sessions
teach discipline and promote respect for others.”

Pictured: Linda Worral (secretary of Blacon Butterflies
WI) with club coach Ross Broadbent and Sandra
Hewitt from Avenue Services and members of Blacon
Boxing Club.

