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What’s inside

• Blacon Festival - 7 July
• Delta Centre future secured
•	Adventure Playground gets
a refurb
• Summer activities dates

Big boost as future of
youth facility secured

Welcome to the
summer edition of

We are delighted to have
secured the long-term future
of an important facility for
young people in Blacon.
There have been lots of
exciting things happening
over the first six months of
2018 in Blacon and there
are plenty more to come.
We are always looking
to update and improve
facilities for our residents
in Blacon and have
recently invested £40,000
in a major makeover of the
activity centre at Blacon
Adventure Playground.
‘The Venny’ now looks
better than ever with
fresh paint throughout,
new toilets and a fantastic
new floor marked out for
all kinds of sports. Read
more about it on page
four and be sure to pop
along and take a look at
the transformation for
yourself.
Another significant
investment in our
community is the
purchase of the Delta
Centre youth club building
in Cairns Crescent.
As well as the youth club,
the building is also home

to Blacon Youth Football
Club and the purchase
secures the long-term
future of another highlyvalued facility for young
people in Blacon.
Blacon is a thriving
community where there
is always something going
on and this is never more
true than during the busy
summer months. This
issue includes information
about upcoming events,
headlined, of course, by
the annual Blacon Festival.
As you read this, final
preparations should be
underway and I’m pleased
to report it’s shaping up to
be another fantastic, funfilled family event packed
with music, stalls, activities
and entertainment. Make
sure you join us at Queen
Elizabeth Fields on 7 July
to celebrate all the great
things that Blacon has to
offer.

The facility has been supplied by
Portakabin and boasts two meeting
rooms, storage space and kitchen.
It is also home to Blacon Youth
Football Club, which has teams for
boys and girls of all ages.

and enjoy the rest of your
summer.

Paul Knight

Paul Knight, Head of Avenue Services,
said: “This is a fantastic facility for
young people in Blacon and we are
delighted to have worked with our
local MP Chris Matheson, Blacon
Youth Football Club and Portakabin
to secure its long-term future.”

Paul Knight – Head of
Avenue Services

What is Avenue
Services?
Avenue Services is a joint
venture between Sanctuary
Group, a not-for-profit
housing and care provider,
and Cheshire West and
Chester Council. Set up in
2012 and based at the Parade
Enterprise Centre, it provides
services such as grass cutting,
caretaking and cleaning,
housing management, youth
services, neighbourhood
planning and management of
Blacon Adventure Playground.

Thank you for reading

OUR COVER STARS: The Portakabin at Cairns Crescent has been purchased by Avenue Services. Full story, page 3.
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giving them the opportunity to relax
and unwind in a safe environment.

CELEBRATION: Chris Matheson MP with Paul
Knight, Ben Coupar of Portakabin, Avenue
Services staff and representatives from
Blacon Youth Football Club outside the
building at Cairns Crescent.

With support from Chester MP Chris
Matheson, Avenue Services has agreed
a deal to purchase the Portakabin
building at Cairns Crescent, which is
used by Blacon Youth Football Club
and the Delta Centre youth club.
The youth club initially moved to the
facility on a short-term basis after the
Delta Centre was demolished during
the redevelopment of the Parade in
Blacon.
But the temporary location has
proved a real hit, with the youth club
welcoming up to 60 young people
aged eight to 18 three nights a week,
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Mr Matheson, pictured below right,
commented: “It is so important
the young people of Blacon have
somewhere to meet and spend
time with their peers and I’m very
pleased to have helped secure such
a positive outcome for all involved.”

Join us for the
Summer Reading
Challenge

Cheshire West and Chester
Council’s Pop Up Youth Zones
will be in and around Blacon
throughout the summer.
Activities include football
shooting speed cage, inflatable
panna football, smoothie bike,
arts and crafts and table tennis.
All events are free and for those
aged 13 to 19 (up to 25 if SEND*)

FUN AND GAMES: William Picken, Glen Murphy, Chris
Leicester, Sandra Hewitt and Paul Knight.

Brand new look for activity
centre with £40,000 makeover
A much-loved community facility for
families in Blacon now boasts an eyecatching new look after a £40,000
makeover.

including netball, basketball, football and
badminton.
The work, which took about a month to
complete, was carried out by local firms
Conc & Co and Chester Flooring Services.

The activity centre at Blacon Adventure
Playground, which recently celebrated its
21st anniversary, has undergone a major
refurbishment, with fresh paint throughout
and a new floor and toilets installed.

Sandra Hewitt, Blacon Adventure
Playground manager, said: “The
refurbishment of this important
community facility is fantastic news for
the playground and for all the local people
who use it.

The adventure playground, in Kipling
Road, also features an urban farm,
environmental area and children’s garden.

“It looks like a brand new building and from
the feedback we have already had we
know this will make a real difference.”

The attraction is used by about 5,000
people every month and also caters for
local community groups, schools and
colleges.

The new-look activity centre at Blacon
Adventure Playground is available for hire
for events including children’s parties,
educational use and sports. Opening
times are from 11am to 7pm during the
week and between 10am and 6pm at
weekends.

As well as offering a more welcoming
environment, the refurbished activity
centre also provides improved facilities
for users – with the hall now featuring
floor markings for a variety of sports
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Friday 27 July - Blacon Parade,
7pm-9pm
Wednesday 1 August - Sycamore
Drive Park, Lache, 6pm-9pm
Friday 3 August - Blacon pump
track, 7pm-9pm
Tuesday 7 August - Westminster
Park, Chester, 7pm-9pm
Wednesday 8 August - Sycamore
Drive Park, Lache, 6pm-9pm
Friday 10 August - Blacon pump
track, 7pm-9pm
Saturday 11 August - Blacon,
Graham Road, 12.30pm-3pm
Tuesday 21 August - Elton,
7pm-9pm
Wednesday 22 August Sycamore Drive Park, Lache,
6pm-9pm
Friday 24 August - Blacon pump
track, 7pm-9pm
Tuesday 28 August - Blacon,
Western Avenue,, 7pm-9pm
Wednesday 29 August Sycamore Drive Park, Lache,
6pm-9pm
Friday 31 August - Blacon, King
George V Playing Fields, 1pm-3pm

Children aged four to 11 can take part
in this summer’s reading challenge
at Blacon Library, which starts on
Saturday 14 July.
The challenge is to read six library books
during the summer holidays and keep up
the enjoyment of reading while away from
school.
It is called Mischief Makers and is inspired
by the much-loved iconic comic the Beano,
which is celebrating its 80th anniversary.
Dennis, Gnasher and friends will help
children solve clues and collect stickers as
they explore a map of Beanotown looking
for mysterious buried treasure.
Children of any reading ability
can take part and read any
book they like - fiction, fact
or humour. They can even
immerse themselves in audio
books - just as long as they
are borrowed from the
library at the Parade
Enterprise Centre.

For more details, please call Cathy
McGhie from the Youth Service on
01244 976033.

Each child receives a reward
each time they finish a book and
there’s a certificate for everyone
who completes the challenge.

*SEND = support for special
educational needs and disability
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What’s going on at
Blacon Library?

A summer of fun!

Thursday 26 July - Radiate Arts Comic Book
Workshop - 10.30am

As ever, there is a raft of
activities for everyone to enjoy
in Blacon during the summer
holidays.

Tuesday 31 July - Noodle Performing Arts
11.30am
Monday 6 August - Zoo Rangers Workshop 1
10am
Monday 13 August - Zoo Rangers Workshop 2
		
10am
Monday 20 August - Zoo Rangers Workshop 3
10am
Thursday 23 August - Radiate Arts Animation
Workshop - 10.30am
Tuesday 28 August - Fun Science - 2.30pm

Everything kicks off with the fun-filled
Blacon Festival at Queen Elizabeth
Fields on Saturday 7 July from 11am
to 3pm.
We’ve also got family fun days,
sporting activities, roller discos, and
even a bit of fishing.
And that’s not forgetting the annual
spectacular that is Glastonvenny.
Taking place on Saturday 18 August,
this popular festival at Blacon
Adventure Playground features
music, karaoke and lots of fun and
games. This again promises to be a
not-to-miss event so fingers crossed
for some glorious sunshine!
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Noodle Performing Arts (1 hour)
By using a comic, primary age children will
be encouraged to use their imaginations
to explore and develop a story - start in a
farmyard and end up on the moon!
(50 minutes)
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MONDAY - FUNDAY

Join us every Monday from 23 July
to 20 August at Blacon Adventure
Playground between 12.30pm and 3pm.
There’ll be archery, penalty shoot-outs,
rounders, netball and zorbing.

THURSDAY - LET’S FISH! BLACON

Whether you’re a beginner, an expert or
just fancy whiling away a few hours with a
spot of fishing, this is for you.

Don’t worry if it’s raining, we’ll just go inside
where there’s plenty more to do such as
hockey and badminton.

Why not pop down to bridge 129 on the
Shropshire Union Canal in Blacon Avenue
between 10am and 4.30pm every
Thursday, starting on 26 July. Equipment
will be provided and, what’s more, it’s free!

TUESDAY & FRIDAY – PANNA
FOOTBALL

Our floodlit street cage football
experience will be touring Blacon this
summer so here’s your chance to
challenge your mates to a game
It’s one-on-one or small-sided matches
in a cage, putting the emphasis on skills.
Have you got what it takes?

THURSDAY - HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
Families are welcome for lunch and
summer activities from 12pm to 3pm
every Thursday in August at the church
in Norris Road.

ROLLER DISCO @ BLACON
ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND

Tuesday 31 July 7pm-9pm
Friday 3 August 7pm-9pm
Friday 10 August 7pm-9pm
Tuesday 28 August 7pm-9pm
(Venues TBC – please call 0300 123 1741
for details)

Wednesday 8 August 12pm-2pm
Tuesday 14 August 2pm-4pm

PLAY DAYS / OTHER ACTIVITIES

Wednesday 1 August – National Play Day
– Blacon Adventure Playground
Saturday 11 August – Family Day at
Graham Road Park 12.30pm-3pm
Tuesday 21 August – Street Play at Fisher
Road 1pm-4pm
Wednesday 30 August – End of summer
party at Blacon Adventure Playground
12pm-3pm

WEDNESDAY – NATURE PARK

There’ll be lots of activities and play for
children at Blacon Nature Park off Muir
Road.

Radiate Arts – Animation Workshop (2
hours) Workshop to create a comic strip
storyboard on an iPad using a ‘mischief
maker’ storyline.

It runs from 1pm to 3pm each
Wednesday throughout August. Plus,
on 22 August there will be a BBQ and
packed lunch so we’ll be starting a little
earlier at 12.30pm.
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For more info on any of these
activities, give us a call on
0300 123 1741 or visit www.

avenueservices.org
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What’s happening at the Parade Enterprise Centre?
Gentle exercise
MONDAYS

Freestyle Disco
Freestyle Disco

TUESDAYS

WEDNESDAYS

10.30am to 11.15am
4.30pm to 6.15pm
(ages 3 to 7)
6.15pm to 7.30pm
(over 8s)

Community Hall
Community Hall
Community Hall

Baby ballet

9.30am to 10am

Community Room

Slimming World

9.30am to 11.30am

Community Hall

Rhyme Time

10.30am to 11am

Library

Work Zone
Job Club

9.30am to noon

Library

Under 5’s Book Club

10.30am to 11am

Library

Code Club

4.30pm to 5.30pm

Library

Baby Ballet

5.15pm to 6.15pm

Community Hall

Ballroom and Latin
dance for beginners

10am to noon

Community Hall

Cyber Centre

1pm to 5pm

Community Room

Baby Ballet

3.45pm to 4.30pm

Community Hall

Lego Club

4pm to 5pm

Library

Filipino Eagles
Children’s Martial Arts

5.30pm to 7pm

Community Hall

Cyber Centre

9.30pm to 1pm

Community Room

BLACON
WALKABOUTS

If you would like financial
advice on rents or benefits,
then we're here to help. Our
Income Surgery takes place
in the Interview Room
every Monday between
9am and noon.

Come along and meet ou
r housing team
and discuss any issues
or concerns
you may have about yo
ur home or
surrounding area. They
’ll be at:
4 JULY - Stratford Road
/ Morton Road –
4.30pm

LOOKING AHEAD…
13 SEPTEMBER - Job Fair
17 NOVEMBER - Christmas Fair
6 DECEMBER - Blacon Christmas
lights switch-on

5 JULY - Hatton Road /
Stamford Road –
4.30pm
11 OCTOBER - Poets Co

rner - 1.30pm

18 OCTOBER - Australia
2 NOVEMBER - Welsh

n Roads - 1.30pm

Roads - 4.30pm

8 NOVEMBER - Hatton

Road / Stamford
Road - 1.30pm

9 NOVEMBER - Stratfo

rd Road / Morton
Road - 10.30am

THURSDAYS

FRIDAYS

SATURDAYS

Chester MP Chris M
at
a surgery in the Com heson holds
munity Room on
Saturday 14 July
from 12.30pm
until 1.30pm.

*These dates are subject to change. Please call us on 0300 123 1741 to check they’re on.
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Keep your child’s
teeth healthy
Cheshire West and Chester
Council, along with Food Active,
are running a GULP (Give Up
Loving Pop) Early Years campaign
called ‘Kind to Teeth’. It aims to
improve knowledge and raise
awareness of the health risks
linked to giving sugary drinks to
children under five.

experienced dental decay before they
started school. Also, one in five local
children who started school in 2016
was either overweight or obese.
Lots of sugar is often hidden in many
baby juices and other drinks marketed
to young children. For example, some
popular baby juice drinks contain just
under two cubes of sugar per serving.
Milk and water are the best drinks after
six months.

The first five years of a child’s life are a
busy time with lots of playing, learning,
growing and developing taking place.
It’s all thirsty work.

By tackling unhealthy drink habits
early on we can protect our children
against poor dental health, weight gain
and other health problems.
Find out more at: www.
giveuplovingpop.org.uk/
kind-to-teeth/

When they need a drink you can be
kind to your child’s teeth by giving
them either milk or water. Sugary
drinks such as fizzy drinks, juice drinks,
flavoured milks and ‘baby juice’ can
cause tooth decay.

Roll up, roll up for the...

Blacon
Festival
Saturday

7July

11am-3pm
Queen Elizabeth Fields,

Blacon Avenue,

According to the 2016/2017 survey
published by Public Health England,
20 per cent of five year olds in
Cheshire West and Chester had

Stalls
Acrobats
Activities
rtainment
Family ente
more!
And much

CH1 5BU

For more information or to book a stall, contact
the Parade Enterprise Centre, Blacon,
call 0300 123 1741, visit www.avenueservices.org
or email sandra.hewitt@sanctuary-housing.co.uk
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Olivia comes up with winning design
Blacon teenager Olivia Purcell
showed she has a flair for being
creative after helping to design a
poster for the new Blacon Adventure
Playground website.
As part of the launch, we asked local
young people who visit ‘The Venny’ to
channel their inner Banksy and come up
with ideas for a poster to promote the
website.
Olivia, who
regularly visits
the Kipling Road
attraction with
friends, got her
thinking cap on
and designed
the picture that
inspired the
artwork pictured.

Project brings history to life
The Living History Hub Company,
supported with £10,000 of funding
from Avenue Services, is visiting
primary schools in Blacon to inspire
hundreds of children to learn more
about the past.
Interactive sessions have shown pupils
what it was like to grow up during the air
raids of World War Two, how the Romans
built their homes and how to write and

In recognition
of her efforts,
Olivia was
presented
with a £20
shopping
voucher by
Paul Knight,
Head of
Avenue
Services, and Adventure Playground
manager Sandra Hewitt.
Paul Knight said: “The Adventure
Playground is hugely popular with many
young people in and around Blacon and
we felt it only right that they should be
involved in the website design process.”
You can visit the website here: www.
blaconadventureplayground.co.uk

crack the secret codes used during the
English Civil War.
Around 1,000 children have been
involved with the project.
Ed Abrams, of the Living History Hub,
added: “Children are at the start of
their life journey and what better way to
prepare them for their futures than by
bringing them together with others in our
community to help them to understand
the past.”

Keep in touch

Keep up to date with everything that’s going on in Blacon by joining the Avenue Services mailing list.
All you have to do is visit avenueservices.org/contact and fill in the form.
Website: www.avenueservices.org
www.facebook.com/MyBlacon
@Avenue_Services

